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Neighbourhood News

We welcome comments—please 
let us know what you think of your               
newsletter!
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tising for the next issue is Oct 15th.
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 Arden Little 360–2474

Distribution: 
 All 4000 copies of this newsletter 

are delivered by volunteers and we 
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GTCA Board of Directors 
2005/2006

President: Paul Gerrard  ............... 386–2745 
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h.lewis@telus.net

Secretary: Christine Helmink   ...... 385–3388 
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Trevor Hancock .............................418-1259 
greendoc@telus.net

John Hoole .................................. 386–7458 
jhoole@spca.bc.ca

Kristine Kerins ...............................383-8284 
kerins@camosun.bc.ca

Karen Laberee ..............................744-5491
karenl@wulder.com

Russ Leech ....................................383-0141
rfleech@shaw.ca

Arden Little ...................................360-2474  
ardenlittle@shaw.ca

Ed Lyons  ...................................... 479–8030 
edlyons@telus.net

Judy Sigmund ...............................384-3841 
juchu@telus.net

The Board meets the first Thursday of each 
month, September to June, at Pearkes Recreation 
Centre. All members are welcome to attend!

We have just finished our 8th an-
nual Gorge Canada Day Picnic, 
which was a spectacular suc-

cess once again.  We had ideal weather 
conditions on the beautiful Gorge 
Waterway, and, throughout the day, 
thousands of people helped us celebrate 
living in this wonderful community.  Of 
course, we also celebrated Canada’s 
139th birthday, and lustily sang our na-
tional anthem with help from the Naden 
Band and local dignitaries.  For me, the 
highlight of the day was the young fid-
dlers performing with Daniel Lapp....just 
outstanding!  This year’s celebration was 
also part of Saanich’s Centennial and 
Saanich’s Sunfest.  We wish to thank 
Saanich and local businesses for their 
financial support and encouragement.  
It also would not happen without the 
tremendous efforts of the GTCA board 
and other volunteers who put in hours 
of work to organize the day; my thanks 
go out to all of them.

June 21st was National Aboriginal Day, 
and we celebrated the official Open 
House of the Victoria Native Friendship 
Centre, now located in the old Hamp-
ton School at 231 Regina Avenue.  We 
welcome Bruce Parisian, the Executive 
Director of the VNFC, and his staff to 
our community, and we will be working 
with them on various initiatives in the 
future.

On June 26th, we celebrated the 
ground-breaking and naming ceremony 
for the new library at the Tillicum Cen-
tre. The new library, which will open 
in the spring of 2007, will be called the 
Saanich Centennial Library. It will be a 
huge benefit to this community and the 
Greater Victoria Public Library system 
in general, and is another piece added to 
the goal of creating our “Urban Village” 
at Tillicum Centre.

I also wish to celebrate the success-
ful change of designation of Tillicum 
School to Tillicum Community School.  
Burnside Community School closed its 
doors on June 30th, and both the Til-
licum PAC and GTCA were represented 
at a School Board meeting where the 
designation of community school was 
transferred to Tillicum School. This will 
mean increased funding and programs 
that will now be run out of Tillicum 
School, as most of the students from 
Burnside will now be attending Tillicum.

My final celebration would be that, at 
our AGM, 15 excellent members were 
selected for the 2006/2007 GTCA board.  
They are dedicated to helping this com-
munity grow and react positively to the 
inevitable changes that affect our lives.

I hope you are having a great summer!

— Paul Gerrard
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a word from thepresidentGirl Guides in the 
Gorge Tillicum Area: 

Fun, Friendship  
& Adventure

Guiding offers a safe environ-
ment for girls aged 5 to 14 
to explore a wide variety of 

program activities. It also provides 
flexible volunteer opportunities for 
women.  Come to a registration 
event and learn more about the 
units, the programs, and the oppor-
tunities for both girls and women.  
Information is available at www.
girlguides.ca or by calling 1-800-
565-8111. 

My message in this issue is all about celebration.
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Rob Fleming, MLA
Victoria - Hillside

1020 Hillside Avenue
Phone: 250 360 2023
rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

Standing up for you!
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While musing – somewhat 
disgruntledly – about the re-
sults of the last November’s  

Municipal elections, it occurred to me 
that, in a municipality as large and 
varied as Saanich, the time might be 
right to look at introducing a ward 
system of voting. 

For the uninitiated, this is a method 
whereby the municipality is divided 
into a number of wards or districts.  
Each would be roughly equal in vot-
ing population, and the voters in  each 
ward would elect someone to repre-
sent them on Council. 

The obvious advantage of 
a ward system is that each 
neighbourhood ends up with 
a Council member with first-
hand knowledge of ‘their’ area. 

It also assists in ensuring that the 
richer areas do not end up with a 
majority of Councilors, for there is 
little doubt that the more a candi-
date spends the greater the chance 
he or she will be elected.  November’s 
election is a testimony to this sort of 
imbalance. 

For the Gorge-Tillicum area, 
such a system could only be 
positive.

No member of the newly elected 
Council lives anywhere near us, and 
the same is true of their predecessors 
and their predecessors’ predecessors.  
In fact, not one of the current Saanich 
Councilors lives south of McKenzie 
and west of Blenkinsop, even though 
this area comprises a fair chunk of the 
municipality and holds a significant 
share of its inhabitants.

But -- you may ask -- what does this 
matter?  You may be tempted to re-
mind me that things are getting done 
in our neighbourhood. Surely -- you 
may point out -- the traffic calming 
measures taken between Harriet and 
Tillicum, the plans for similar steps 
between Tillicum and Admirals, the 
streetscaping on Burnside, the ad-
vancement of Gorge Waterway Park, 
the upgrades to Admirals and the 
start on the Library do not speak of 
neglect or indifference to our area.  My 
response is that all these things are 
long overdue.  If our major roads had 
not been designed as barren race-
tracks on which pedestrians venture 
at their peril; if Admirals Road had not 
been ignored for so long; if it had not 
taken 30 years for the Gorge Water-
way Park plans to be come to fruition; 
and if your Community Association 
had not been constructively insistent 
that these matters must be attended 
to, we might have been enjoying a 
better neighbourhood for many years 
by now.

Food for thought? Your comments 
welcomed. — John Hoole

Target
How many words can you make 
from the letters in the grid?

Rules:
Each word must contain the shaded letter.

Each word must have four (or more) letters. One nine-letter word is possible.

Each letter may only be used once in each word, unless a letter appears twice in the 
grid.

All words must be in the Canadian Oxford Dictionary.

No hyphenated words (e.g. re-edit or de-ice).

Your target: 
36 words, GOOD; 43 words, VERY GOOD; 49 words EXCELLENT. Over 49 words, 
TOO GOOD!

Soapbox
Municipal Elections – Ward System of Voting

R E C
A I D
T A E Time limit: 30 minutes. 

Solution: acid, acrid, aerie, aide, aider, aired, aria, arid, cider, cite, cited, citer, credit, cried, deceit, dice, 
dicer, diet, dieter, dire, direct, dirt, edict, edit, eider, eradicate, iced, icer, idea, ideate, irate, radiate, raid, 

recite, recited, rice, ride, rite, tiara, tide, tied, tier, tiered, tirade, tire, tired, triad, trice, tried.

WWAAGGGGIINN’’
TTRRAAIILLSS

Dog Walking Service 
for discerning dog-owners

Pet First Aid Certified
Fully Bonded and Insured 
Small Group Trail Walks 
Individual Walks

Ph/Fax: 386-7458
Email: waggintrails@shaw.ca

www.waggintrails.ca
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The Saanich Engineering Depart-
ment and the WGTC were pleased 

that almost 200 residents attended 
the Open House on June 8th. What a 
great response!  The residents had an 
opportunity to look at Saanich’s pre-
liminary plan for traffic calming in the 
West Gorge area and provide Saanich 
with their ideas on this proposal. The 
Engineering staff received an enormous 
amount of feedback, which they are 
spending the summer collating.  In Sep-
tember, they will hold another meeting 
with the WGTC to review the details of 
this information.  We will then organize 
another Open House for the late fall so 
residents can provide further feedback 
on the new draft plan.  Time lines may 
seem lengthy, but when there is a wait-
list for other traffic calming projects, we 
realize that we have to get the plan right 
the first time.  It is also very important 
to the Engineering Department to get 
a plan that the residents like and one 
with which Saanich can work.  This 
project will probably be on the capital 
works budget for 2008.  

Traffic Counts Are in for  
Obed and Maddock 

The last traffic counts, following the 
completion of the Traffic Manage-

ment Plan for the area east of Tillicum, 
confirm that, for the most part, traffic 
calming works: the project has made a 
positive impact on the neighbourhood. 

The new sidewalk on Albina has made 
pedestrian traffic safer and the land-
scaped traffic circles have helped with 
speed reductions and volume decreases.  
For example, on Obed, speeds were 
reduced from about 60 kph to about 
32 kph, and volume on that road (over 
a 24 hour period) dropped from 1532 
to 1040.  Speeds on Maddock between 
Earl Grey and Wascana went from 53 
kph to 37 kph. Interestingly, we had 
a volume increase from 1892 to 2045 
there. 

We still have a problem on Maddock in 
the school zone where the average speed  
(which is supposed to be 30 kph) is still 
about 42 kph. Overall, however, we find 
ourselves pleased with the improve-
ments. Thanks to all who participated 
in this project and all those who drive 
with care and consideration in our 
neighbourhood. 

West Gorge  
Transportation  

Committee Update

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the 
Craigflower Manor National Historic Site, and we are 
celebrating all summer long.

The festivities began on May 6th when the community came out to join The 
Land Conservancy commemorate the 150th anniversary of the McKenzie 
family moving into the manor.  Then, on July 22nd, Craigflower hosted its 

first ever Celtic Festival.  Throughout the day, we enjoyed many different musi-
cal groups playing a mixture of new and traditional Scottish music. 

At the end of the summer, Craigflower will be posting a page to the Virtual Mu-
seum of Canada’s Community Memories website.  This webpage will further 
commemorate the 150 years that the manor has been part of the Gorge com-
munity.  For more information on these and other upcoming events, please visit 
www.craigflower.ca. 

We look forward to seeing you at the MANOR and joining with you in future 
celebrations.

“Pets can suffer heatstroke or even die if left in a vehicle,’ says Penny 
Stone, manager of the Victoria branch of the BCSPCA. “In summer, 
the temperature in a car, even if parked in the shade with a window 

partly opened, can quickly reach 38 degrees Celsius. At that point, your pet is in 
trouble.”

Dogs do not have sweat glands;  they cool themselves through their paws and 
by panting. High temperatures and hot upholstery make that difficult or im-
possible.  Symptoms of heat stroke include exaggerated panting or the sudden 
stopping of panting; rapid or erratic pulse; lack of coordination; convulsions, 
vomiting and/or collapse.  A dog showing any of these symptoms should be 
moved into the shade, wet with cool water, fanned vigorously, provided with cool 
water to drink, and taken to a veterinarian as soon as possible. (Do not apply ice 
as it will constrict the blood flow thereby inhibiting cooling).

“Each year we  receive a large number of calls about hot and distressed dogs in 
vehicles,” says Stone. “Your pet is much safer left at home.”   — John Hoole

Leave Rover at Home
Pet owners are once again being warned not to leave  
their animals in vehicles in hot weather.

Craigflower Manor Celebrates!
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A Beauty!

The neighborhood emergency 
kiosk at G.R. Pearkes is now 
stocked with some basic sur-

vival, search & rescue and medical 
equipment.  We will continue to add 
more inventory to the kiosk.  For in-
stance, we are still in need of tools 
(such as shovels, crowbars, and axes), 
flashlights, batteries, radios (solar 
or battery powered), walkie-talk-
ies, blankets, toilet paper, canned or 
non-perishable foods, and first aid 
supplies.  A complete list of what we 
need is available upon request. 

If you or your corporation have sup-
plies that you feel would be useful, 

Another Gorge Canada Day Picnic saw 
another great day along the Waterway.  

Saanich Recreation
Gorge Pointe Pub
Saanich News
Fairway Market
Tillicum Centre
Gorge Shopping Centre 
Canadian Tire – View Royal
Thrifty Foods – Admirals Walk
EY Properties Ltd
Times Colonist 
Heritage Canada

— Harry Lewis

Gorge Tillicum Neighbourhood  
Emergency Preparedness Program (GTNEPP)

or if you wish to make a monetary 
donation towards them, please con-
tact Christine (see below).  At present, 
we would like to thank the follow-
ing individuals and organizations 
for donating time or supplies to our 
program:  Safeway Tillicum, Columbia 
Fire & Safety, Saanich Fire Depart-
ment, Saanich Parks & Recreation, 
G.R. Pearkes, Saanich Municipality, 
Arthur Robinson, Bob Kennedy and 
Denis Harvey.

Our next goal is to train and educate 
our neighborhood on how to use this 
equipment and their own personal 
preparedness to help our neighbor-

hood survive an emergency.  This 
program has modelled itself after the 
Block Watch program where neigh-
bours look after neighbours.  The 
GTNEPP encourages each community 
to break up into smaller groups of 15 
– 20 homes, all within a sight line, 
to aid each other in an emergency.  
However, it is important that these 
teams be organized and coordinated 
in advance.  If you are interested in 
becoming a part of one of these teams, 
please contact Christine at 385-3388 
or by email at chelmink@hotmail.com. 

The weather was perfect, and 
people came out in droves to 
support our annual celebration 

of the nation’s birthday, which was 
combined this year with Saanich’s 
Centennial.  All the usual highlights 
of the day were in evidence: the kids, 
parents and supporting cast in the 
colourful Family Parade; the pancake 
breakfasters enjoying our opening 
ceremony and “O Canada” played by 
the Naden Band; the Canada Day 
Market; the ever-popular classic car 
rally; kids’ craft activities and the 
bouncing castle; the Strawberry Tea 
and the seafood BBQ; the canoe and 
voyageur trips on the water courtesy  

of VCKC; buskers  
corner; the Land  
Conservancy at  
Craigflower School- 
house; and canine  
corner.  Of course,  
on the main stage,  
we had Daniel Lapp and the Uminari 
Taiko drummers.  Wow!  A big thank 
you goes out to all the volunteers, 
support staff, and sponsors; it takes a 
real team effort to put on such a great 
day.  See you again on Sunday, July 
1st, 2007 for the 9th Gorge Canada 
Day Picnic. 

Special thanks to our major sponsors: 

8thCanada Day Picnic:
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Paul Whitney
Real estate professional
& one of your neighbours....

I have buyers for 
Gorge area homes!
889-2883 (cell)   paul_whitney@
telus.net

Pemberton Holmes

Sitting on the edge of Cuthbert Holmes Park and Colquitz Creek, it was a dumping ground for shopping carts and plastic garbage, 
covered with an awful, oily slick. 

We are all familiar with the 
beauty of the Gorge Water-
way Park, but a lot of us 

don’t know about Gorge Park.  This 
is the park across from Fairway Mar-
ket.  It runs from Tillicum Bridge to 
Aaron Point, and it has a great series 
of trails. 

Unfortunately, Gorge Park has had 
the look of neglect for a while.  The ivy 
has taken over many trees, garbage 
cans are often over full, and litter ac-
cumulates in the underbrush.  Parts 
of the trail are muddy, steep and hard 
to negotiate too.  

The GTCA has lately focused some 
attention on this area.  We chose it as 
our site for the Great Canadian Shore-

Gorge Park:  Our Hidden Treasure
line Cleanup in September 2005, and 
we have had two walkabouts to make 
a wish list of improvements.  We are 
anticipating help from Saanich Parks 
on this matter, but there is still much 
work to do by local residents.  

Saturday, Sept 23, from 9am to 
1pm, we will return to Gorge Park for 
another Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup.  We will pick up garbage 
from the shoreline and throughout the 
park, and we will work on the ivy and 
brambles.

If you would like to help bring im-
provement of this area, please 
participate in this beauty-enhancing 
community activity.  Let’s value our 
natural treasures!

RIOCAN’S STORM WATER POND

Yard and garden waste isn’t 
garbage.  It is an important 
natural resource that can easily 

be composted to benefit our environ-
ment, contribute to sustainability in 
our region, and improve our gardens. 

As of June 1, 2006, yard and garden 
waste has been banned from the gar-
bage at Hartland landfill. This is an 
attempt to extend the life of the site 
beyond the current projection of 40 
years.  For us in Saanich, that might 
not be a big change; we have had gar-
bage regulation on yard and garden 
waste for a while.  It is a point worth 
remembering though!

There are several alternatives to 
throwing yard and garden waste in the 
garbage.  You can compost it in your 

backyard compost bin, take it to the 
Hartland yard waste facility, take it 
to a local waste depot (like the one 
on Borden Street), or hire a collection 
service to pick it up.

For more info on the change, call 
CRD hotline at 360-3030 or visit 
their website at www.crd.bc.ca.  For 
info on backyard composting, check 
out the Greater Victoria Compost 
Education Centre at www.compost.
bc.ca or contact them at  386-9676. 
They have developed workshops to 
help homeowners with the results of 
the ban (eg. what to do with invasive 
species). They also offer free, garden-
ing-related, composting workshops 
once a month, usually on the first 
Saturday of the month.

— Julia Menard

However, with the arrival of spring, we saw an improvement in the area. For one thing, natural 
grasses and plants have helped restore the pond. Not only that, but many concerned citizens and 
RioCan  have worked together to help the pond.

Yard and Garden Waste Ban

This pond has an important function: it is designed to  protect Colquitz Creek from the contaminants found in the run off from the 
mall’s parking lot.Between the parking lot and the creek is a rather complicated system of sewers, oil separators, sponges, and the 
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Sitting on the edge of Cuthbert Holmes Park and Colquitz Creek, it was a dumping ground for shopping carts and plastic garbage, 
covered with an awful, oily slick. 

pond itself. Ideally, oil should not 
reach the pond; however, if oil ends 
up there, it is suppose to be contained 
in the pond so as not to allow it to 
enter the creek. 

What went wrong? First, the stand 
pipe (a part of the barrier between the 
creek and the pond) rusted and devel-
oped holes.  This allowed pond water 
to breech the barrier. Added to this, a 
lack of maintenance in the area al-
lowed other debris to accumulate. 

What went right? Community mem-
bers kept watch over the pond and 
reported the problems.  Our com-
munity association then met with 
Saanich Parks and RioCan, and all of 
us proved committed to the reduction 
of garbage, the maintenance of the 
pond, and the protection of the creek.  
RioCan also replaced the old stand-
pipe with a capped one.  This is a very 
promising start. 

What about the future? We now know 
these ponds, if they are adequately 
maintained, can work effectively to 
protect the natural waterways and 
can contribute to a pleasing environ-
ment.  We hope to see the pond better 
maintained and the banks planted to 
enhance the general appearance in 
winter when the plants die down. 

What you can do? You can help by 
not dropping garbage and picking up 
garbage you see along the way. You 
can also continue to pay attention 
to the pond and surroundings and 
report problems to RioCan, Saanich 
Parks, or the GTCA Board.  Finally, 
you can participate in neighbourhood 
and park clean-ups.  All these things 
will help us all enjoy the great natu-
ral environment of which we are still 
privileged to be a part.

RIOCAN’S STORM WATER POND
Do you remember what the pond 
behind Tillicum Mall looked like 
last winter?

With the arrival of Spring there 
have been many improvements...

However, with the arrival of spring, we saw an improvement in the area. For one thing, natural 
grasses and plants have helped restore the pond. Not only that, but many concerned citizens and 
RioCan  have worked together to help the pond.

Deanna Noyce
Your Realtor For Life

www.homesinvictoria.ca
744-3301

Camosun

YOUR GORGE AREA SPECIALIST
“I live in this area, and I love it!”

FREE MARKET EVALUATION!
No-obligation free professional written report 

Call free 24-hour recording for details 
1-800-337-0149, Code 2199#

This pond has an important function: it is designed to  protect Colquitz Creek from the contaminants found in the run off from the 
mall’s parking lot.Between the parking lot and the creek is a rather complicated system of sewers, oil separators, sponges, and the 
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David Cubberley, MLA

david.cubberley.mla@leg.bc.ca
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24 hr info:  
475-5576

www.saanich.caCommitted to working hard for you.

One of Saanich’s Centennial projects is well under construction. The new 
state-of-the-art library adjacent to Pearkes Recreation Centre will be ready  
to open April 2007.  The official name of the library will be “Saanich  

Centennial Library,” a fact that was unveiled at the sod-turning event held at 
Pearkes on June 26.  

Environmental design elements will guide this project and create a “green building” 
that makes efficient use of natural resources. This new branch will be the first  
GVPL branch to pursue Leadership in Energy and Environment Design (LEED)  
certification. 

PARKS & RECREATION
Pearkes Recreation Centre

PEARKES RECREATION CENTRE

3100 Tillicum  Road
Phone 475-5400

Participants at the library sod-turning (from left top right):  Councillor Leif Wergeland, Councilor Jackie Ngai, MLA Rob Fleming,  
Councillor Vic Derman, Mayor Frank Leonard, Councillor Vickie Sanders, Councillor Wayne Hunter (kneeling), MLA David Cubberley,  
MLA Ida Chong, MP Murray Coell, Councillor Susan Brice, and GTCA president Paul Gerrard.

Your New Saanich 
Centennial Library

It is fitting that a branch close to a shopping mall will provide one-stop shopping for 
community information.  This new branch will include the following:

1 Book Collections to enhance family 
literacy and lifelong learning

2 The Learning Centre, a computer 
training area 

3 The Information Commons, complete 
with designated Internet stations 

4 Digital reference and homework help 
stations

5 Program space for children and fami-
lies

6 A ‘Living Room’ space for adult read-
ing or programs 

Other construction within Pearkes includes a new weight room, which will provide  
an additional 2000 sq. feet of workout and stretching area, and a new location for 
our community teen centre, The Coredoor.  Both of these are expected to open late 
summer or early Fall 2006.  

Thursday is ‘Play in 
the Park’ Night

We all remember the days when 
we roamed the neighbourhood, 
riding bikes or playing games 

with friends.  We all talk about how sad 
it is that kids’ these days can’t enjoy this 
kind of freedom.  We are afraid to let 
them go out alone because our neigh-
bourhoods don’t feel safe, and we don’t 
know or rely on our neighbours the way 
people did in the past.  Our busy lives, 
our fears, and the pressure to schedule 
our kids every moment is coming at a 
high price.

Silken Laumann’s ‘Active Kids’ move-
ment is working towards creating safer 
and healthier neighbourhoods and 
promoting a healthy active lifestyle for 
children.  I recently had the pleasure 
of meeting Silken and reading her new 
book Child’s Play.  In it, she states her 
wish and goal for this generation of 
children:

I want to live in a community where 
children play in the park and walk to 
school with their friends; a community 
where children imagine that the ravine 
where they’re playing is the secret head-
quarters of the good guys; I want them 
to lose themselves, hose in hand, creat-
ing a big mud puddle in the backyard, 
then to splash and scream with delight 
as they run through it. I want to live in 
a community where my kids are able to 
ride their bikes alone, meet their friends 
and play soccer in the park. I want to 
help create that community.

Her advice is simple: create opportu-
nities for kids to play.  One specific 
opportunity is through ‘Play in the Park’ 
nights where parents supervise parks 
(or schools or playing fields or gyms) 
while allowing kids of different ages and 
genders to experience the simple fun of 
unstructured play.

Her website, www.silkensactivekids.ca, 
has more details, but why not start by 
joining me at Meadow Park on Thurs-
days from 6-7pm?

Let’s see if we can make a difference for 
the kids in our neighbourhood.

— Tyann Blewett

Saanich-South Community Office

#301-3939 Quadra Street,  
Victoria, B.C.  V8X 1J5

Ph: 952-4418   Fax: 952-4566


